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THE NATIONAL PARK AT SAN FRANCISCO'S DOORSTEP 

The Presidio of San Francisco is one of the jewels in America's national park system. A former 
military post dating back to 1776, its stately buildings, fog-shrouded forests, glorious fields of 
native wildfLowers and dramatic ^aews of the Golden Gate have captm^ed the hearts of Bay Area 
residents and visitors from around the world. 

The Presidio's mature stands of eucalyptus, Monterey cypress and Monterey pine are one of 
San Francisco's scenic higlilights. Planted a century ago as an Army beautification project, they 
offer the promise of solitude, a picnic in dappled shade, a morning jog or quiet walk down 
curving forest aisles. The beauty and character of tlie Presidio's designed landscapes are significant 
features of this historic landmark. The Presidio also shelters remnants of San Francisco's natural 
heritage -communities of native plants, rare and endangered species, important wildlife habitat 
and the last free-flowing stream in the city. 



Partners in Restoration 

Today, man)' trees in the centm-y-old forest 
are nearing the end of their lifespans and ■will 
require extensive management to become sus- 
tainable. Ornamental landscape plantings are 
overgrown and need revitalization. And, years 
of human use and the introduction of plants 
from other parts of the ^^'orld threaten the 
fragile native habitats that once thrived here. 

To ensure that the Presidio's rich land- 
scape and nati^'e habitats vidll survive and 
flourish, the National Park Service (NPS), in 
partnership with the Presidio Trust and the 
Golden Gate National Parks Association, has 
prepared a draft ;'egetatiun management plan. 

The plan proposes a variety of restora- 
tion activities throughout the Presidio and 
recommends that changes be made gradually 
over die next several decades so that visual 
impacts of rehabilitation are minimized as 
much as possible. 



Members of the pubhc are encouraged 
to revie^v this summary of the proposed plan 
and comment on the recommendations it 
contains. For more detailed information, 
review the Draft Vegetation Management Plan 
and Environmental Assessment. Copies may be 
obtained by calling the National Park Service 
at 41 ^.561 .4930. 

Over the next year, the NPS and 
Presidio Trust will finalize the vegetation 
management plan and develop an implemen- 
tation framework with financial strategies. 
Following the plan's approval, they will 
begin efforts to ensure the long-term care 
and restoration of the Presidio's resources. 

Throughout their endeavors, the NPS 
and Presidio Trust will work with the com- 
munity to maintain the Presidio's beautiful 
park setting and protect its native habitats for 
generations to come. 




EVOLUTION OF THE PRESIDIO LANDSCAPE 

The original Presidio landscape was a mosaic of dunes, marshes, meadows, creeksidc woodlands, 
chaparral and sparse shrublands. Its beaches and dunes supported a diverse array of wildilowers, 
shrubs and grasses, and a rich, i 8o-acre tidal marsh flourished in low-lying areas along the bay. 
RoUing hills and coastal serpentine bluffs were principally covered with grasses and low-gro^\'ing 
woody plants. Native trees, prhnarily oaks, bays and willows, grew in the valleys and along lakes 
and creeks. 

Long before Europeans came, Native Americans Avcre in the area, gathering reeds for shelter 
and hasketmaking, acorns in the riparian oak woods and shellfish along the shore. In the process 
of colonization, Spanish soldiers and settlers inti'oduced annual grasses, cut ti^ees and brush along 
the water for firewood and brought cattle and horses that grazed tlie land. 



Army Plans Takl Hold 
With the advent of the Ci;'il War, the Army 
fortified its defenses at the Golden Gate and 
the Presidio was reshaped into a conventional 
Victorian-era Army post, complete mth a 
centi'al pai'ade ground, rov\'s of enlisted men's 
barracks and a separate "officer's row." The 
Army planted ornamental trees and flower 
beds, landscaped the main entrance to the 
parade ground and lined (he roads and paths 
^^dth lacquered cannon balls. Despite various 
landscaping improvements, U.S. soldiers 
stationed here found their post to be a barren , 
bleak and ^vinds\^fept place. 

In 1883, the Army initiated ambitious 
plans that would transform the Presidio into 
a parldike and forested reserve. Developed 
by Major William A. Jones, the 1 883 "Plan for 
the Cultivation of Trees upon the Presidio 
Reservation" followed in many ^vays the 
design for Golden Gate Park and "was 



influenced bv noted landscape architects 
Andrew Jackson Downing and Frederick Law 
Olmsted, who designed Centi'al Park. 

Jones was motivated by several factors: 
to provide shelter from the persistent ^^inds 
of the Golden Gate; to stabiHze blowdng 
sand; to aesthetically civilize the site; and by 
doing so, impress residents that the Army 
was here to stay. 

In celebration of California's first Arbor 
Day in 1886, school children planted about 
3,000 tree slips that mining magnate Adolph 
Sutro had donated. In 1889, Congress appro- 
priated S6o,ooo to continue implementing 
the forestation plan. By the end of the centiny, 
nearlv 4_5"o,doo trees, including eucalyptus 
raised in the Presidio's own nursery, had been 
planted, transforming the post's mostly open 
land into the forest setting that continues to 
the present day. 
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'The main idea is, to crown the ridges, border the boundarj fences, and cover the areas of sand and marsh 
waste with ajorest that will generallj' seem conliniious, and thus appear immensely larger ibcm it really 
is. By leaving the valleys uncovered or with a scattering Jr in ge of trees along the streams, the contrast 
of height will be strengthened... in order to make the contrast from the city seem as great as possible, 
and indirectly accentuate the idea oj the power of the governmenL." 

Major W, A. Jonks, U.S. Army Engineer, 1883 




THE PROPOSED VEGETATION MANAGEjMENT PLAN 

The proposed plan establishes three zones for the Presidio — native plant communities, the 
historic forest and landscape vegetation — and develops management strategies for each zone. 
Centi-al to the plan is the development of sustainable and enduring vegetation that can be 
managed with less maintenance effort, niorc sensitivity to natural and cultural resources and 
increased use of natural processes, vi'hile preserving the urban forest. 

Under tlie plan, a variety of native habitats will be enhanced and the overall acreage of 
native plant communities significantly enlarged. The habitats for i 2 rare or endangered plant 
species still present on the Presidio, and re-introduced rare and uncommon plants once found 
in the Presidio, will be protected, restored and monitored. To maintain a strong sense of design 
in keeping mth the Presidio's landmark status, the plan recommends restoring forest boundaries 
and scenic vistas, preserving key forest stands, converting the topped Monterey cypress along 
the southeastern border to lower-growing species, and rehabilitating designed landscapes. 



THE PLAN AT A GL 

CURRE N T C N D 1 TI N S 



ANCE 

Proposed Plan 



Native Plant 
Communities 



i^-o acres (io% of total) 
Remnants ol San Francisco 
natLu^al heritage, habitat for 
I 2 rare and endangered 
plant species 



4_2o acres (28% of total) 
Native plant communities protected 
and enhanced, new native plant 
communities established in area 
where encroaching forest 
and/or buildings are removed 



Depraded Areas 



2^^ acres (18% of total) 
Degraded native plant 
communities, forest expansion 
sites and overgrown viewpoints 



o acres 

Restored to native plant 

habitat, restored landscapes and 

viewpoints 



Plistoric Forest 



3^0 acres {22% of total) 
Many ti'ees in decline, highly 
susceptible to breal<Lage 
and damage from storms 



300 acres (21% of total) 
Restored to external boundary, 
obscured Adcws reclaimed, 
gradual regeneration with 
more diverse species 



Landscape Vegetation 



750 acres (^"0% of total) 
Needs revitalization and 
replanting to preserve 
historic character 



76^ acres (i"i% of total) 
Emphasis on preservation with 
^\dth some replacement using 
historically compatible, low 
maintenance landscaping; 
hazardous ti-ees removed 
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PRESIDIO VEGETATION M A N A G E M E N T Z N I N G M A P 



Planni,\g Process and 
Altlrnatives 

The planning process for the 
vegetation management plan 
inA'olved research, site inventories 
and other technical studies as 
wfcll as broad pubUc involvement. 
In 1997, the NPS sohcited com- 
ments on a list of issues and gen- 
eral guidelines from nearby 
neighbors, neighborhood organi- 
zations, current Presidio tenants, 
agencies and indi^iduals. Public 
comments were received at two 
Avorkshops as well as in writing. 

Four alternative plans \;'ere 
formulated as a rcsidt of the pub- 
lic scoping process, information 
collected about the site, and 
analysis performed by staff and 
consultants. Details on each alter- 
native are contained in the Diafi 
Presidio Vegetation Management 
Plan and Environmental Assessment. 

ALTF:R^fATTVE I: Proposed Actions. 
This alternative is composed ol 
the management actions con- 
tained in the Draft Presidio 
Vegetation Management Plan and 
Environmental Assessment. It is the 
preferred alternative outlined in 
this plan summary. 

Alternative 2: No Action. This 
alternative continues existing 
nianagement programs. Existing 
native plant habitat and endan- 
gered species protected from 
direct thi-eats. Forest preserved 
and protected, but no rehabilita- 
tion undertaken. Hazardous trees 
near buildings removed. 




Map Key 

Native Plant Commumties 
Phstoric Forest 
Landscape Vegetation 
Historic Fore.st Stands 



Alternative 3 ; Selective Forest 
Cuts. An option for quickly reha- 
bilitating the forest by systemati- 
cally removing and replanting 
blocks of trees over a shorter time 
period than Alternative i. Native 
plant communities and landscape 
treated as in Alternative i . 

Alternative 4: Increase the 
Diversitj of Tree Species. Rehabil- 
itate the forest as described in 
Alternative i , except consider 
many other tree species as 
replacement ti'ces throughout the 
forest zone. Native plant commu- 
nities and landscape treated as in 
Alternati\^e i . 

vegetatioh! manage/)-! ent 
Zoning Map 

The Presidio Vegetation Management 
Plan is organized in three broad 
vegetation categories, or zones, 
with management actions de^'el- 
oped for each zone. These cate- 
gories are: 
~Native plant cominunities and 

areas where native vegetation 

will be restored 

--The historic forest planted by 

the U.S. Army 
'"Landscape vegetation in and 
around building complexes, 
residential and recreation areas, 
viewsheds and along roadways 
The Vegetation Management 
Plan also identifies four key 
historic forest stands that repre- 
sent the unique character of the 
Presidio forest and outlines guide- 
lines for their long-term care. 




Urees oj- ine J-'resiJio 

The principal trees in the Presidio forest (blue gum eucalyptus, Monterey pine and 
Monterey cypress) are widely recognized and much loved by visitors to the former 
POST. Although the pine and cypress are Monterey County transplants, the eucalyptus 
comes all the way from Australia. Their presence is a statement of California culture 

AS DISTINCT as the PRESIDIO'S MISSION REVIVAL ARCHITECTURE. 




/V/ir/r£ PLANT COMMUNITIES: AN URBAN OASTS 

Native plant communities once thrived throughout San Francisco, but today the Presidio is one 
of the last remaining refuges for these remnants of our natural heritage. Located on tlic west- and 
north-facing coastal bluffs from Crissy Field to Baker Beach, around Mountain Lake and Inspiration 
Point and as scattered fragments in the southwestern and southeastern portions of the site, these 
communities provide a glimpse of what was once a rich and diverse natural landscape. 

Thirteen native plant communities still exist at the Presidio, ranging from foredune (low 
perennial herbs and small shrubs) at Crissy Field and Baker Beach to serpentine grassland (purple 
needlegrass, foothill needlegrass, the Presidio clarkia and Marin dwarf flax) and Arroyo ^^allow 
riparian forest along Lobos Creek and near Mountain Lake. Less than i o percent of the Presidio 
supports indigenous species; most of these areas are separated from one another by development, 
forest or horticulttnal plantings, and have been invaded and ecologically degraded by nomiati\'e 
plants such as Cape ivy. 



Proposed Managba-ient Actwa's 

Key goals of the plan are to protect, restore 
and monitor existing native plant communities 
and enlarge the overall acreage of native plant 
communities within the Presidio. Threats to 
existing habitat, such as invasion l^y forest 
trees and aggressive exotic plants such as Cape 
ivy, visitor foot ti'affic and soil erosion, wdl be 
addressed. Methods to increase reproductive 
success -will also be implemented. 

The native habitat will be restored in 
areas where trees outside tlie historic forest 
zone are removed, where nonbistoric build- 
ings are removed, vistas are cleared and other 
invasive nonnative vegetation is removed. 

Proposed restoration sites include 
dunes at Crissy Field, Lobos Creek, Baker 
Beach, the area around Mountain Lake and 
near the iormer Public Health Service 



Hospital, the Infantry Terrace area, 
Inspiration Point, Rob Hill, Presidio Hill, 
a portion of the Wherry housing site, the 
area near the World War II memorial and 
other coastal areas. 

Several exciting restoration projects are 
already underway, including a community- 
based effort at Lobos Creek in the south- 
western corner of die Presidio. Here, a hving 
sand dune ecosystem was recreated on an 
abandoned, neglected site, restoring to San 
Francisco fields of dunes that were once 
covered with wildflowers, shrubs, grasses 
and trees. Visitors to the newly restored site 
will glimpse the richness of times past, enjoy 
the beauty of the dune habitats and study 
the never-ending changes of this vibrant 
natural system. 
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.J\.are J lanls of ihe J residio 

With its umique climate and soil conditions, the Presidio supports an unusually high 

number of rare plant species. small populations of the twelve rare species listed 

BELOW ARE SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE SITE, IN SUCH AREAS AS THE BAKER BEACH SAND 

terraces, the serpentine coastal bluffs and the grasslands extending from 
Inspiration Point down to El Polin Spring. 



Coast rock cress 
Raven's manzanita 
San Francisco spineflower 
Franciscan thistle 



Presidio clarkia Marin dwarf flax 

San Francisco wallflower San Francisco lessingia 

Dune gilia San Francisco campion 

San Francisco gumplant San Francisco owl's-clover 




THE HISTORIC FOREST: I.AND/VIARK AT THE GOLDEN GATE 

The Presidio's ti'ansformation from mostly open land into a richly forested setting wa,s one of the 
Army's most impressive accomplishments in the area of landscape architecture. No other military 
installation in the nation has ever undertaken landscape planning on such a grand scale. 

Today, five species make up 95- percent of the forest: Monterey cypress, Monterey pine, blue 
gum eucalyptus, blackwood acacia and coast redwood. Eucalyptus stands dominate, covering 42 
percent of the forested acreage. After 80 years of age, large limbs of eucalyptus tend to break and 
the trees are more subject to blowing down. However, these trees can continue to live after 80 
years and will resprout when they do break or faU. The lifespan of the Monterey pine is 8 o to 100 
years, "while the life of the Monterey cypress ranges from 1 00 to i ^o years or more. 

Many of tlie trees arc now entering a period of much slower growth and eventual decline. 
Breakage and tree mortahty could substantially reduce the extent of the forest over the next 
20 years. Damage from storms is also expected to accelerate as the ti^ees vs^caken. The original 
management decisions to plant .short-lived ti'ees, limit thinning and not create canopy openings 
that would allow more natural regeneration all contribute to the decline in forest health. 



Proposed Management Actions 

To preserve the scenic beauty and park setting 
of die Presidio as well as maintain its historic 
character, the mature healthy trees will be 
preserved for as long as possible. Most of the 
forest will be managed in a way that promotes 
development of a more diversified biological 
community. This wiU reduce maintenance 
needs and management costs and enhance the 
area's value as a habitat for native species. 

Safety will be a liigh priority and there 
will be an ongoing program to treat tiT,es that 
present hazards to visitors or property. 
Natural events such as windstorms and nat- 
m^al regeneration mil play a inajor role in 
forest management and will pro\'ide oppor- 
tunities to initiate rehabilitation projects. 



Over time, the forest will be returned 
to the boundaries originally planted by the 
Army a century ago. In addition, most of the 
forest will be incrementally changed to 
mimic a more natural forest by including: 
~ a range of ages from seedlings to older trees 

"-"variations in the density of forested areas, 
and in ti'ee .spacing and planting patterns 

~ development of a mid- and undcrstory of 
native grasses, herbs, shrubs and small trees 

""removal of invasive normative vegetation 

~some increase in species diversity 

"-■conditions that encourage regeneration, 
such as grass cover, small openings provid- 
ing more light and increased soil moisture 




O/ie 'J-'rasiJio^s J-fisioric Joresl 

THE PRESIDIO FOREST IS PERHAPS THE MOST DEFINING VISUAL FEATURE OF THE FORMER POST, 
ESTABLISHING ITS PARKLIKE SETTING BOTH FROM WITHIN AND FROM AFAR, THE ORIGINAL FOREST, 
AS DOCUMENTED BY AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS IN I 935. COVERED APPROXIMATELY 300 ACRES OF THE 
PRESIDIO, PRIMARILY ON RIDGES, ALONG BOUNDARIES AND AT ENTRANCES. TODAY, IT REPRESENTS A 
SIGNIFICANT ASPECT OF THE PRESIDIO'S HISTORICAL LEGACY AND CONTRIBUTES TO THE SITE'S 
DESIGNATION AS A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK. 




ENHANCING THE HIS'I'ORIC FOREST 
Improvements at the. Sou'eheastern Eoundary 

Monterey cypresses growing along the southeaslern boundary of the Presidio have been regularly 
topped over the years by homeowners seeldng to maintain views to the Golden Gate. These trees 
are noT,v flat topped and intertwined with irregular side branches. 

To honor the historic design and niaintaui residents' ^'ie\^'s, several lower-growing tree 
species \vill be evaluated and planted over time. Small irregularly shaped blocks of trees will be 
cut and replaced along this perimeter in a staggered pattern o^'cr a t^venty-year period .so that not 
all trees will mature at die same time and the visual impact of tree removal is minimized. 



Maintaining Vistas and Historic Views 

Over time, trees have been planted or natu- 
rally expanded into areas that were originally 
open, obscuring panoramic views of the coast- 
line, Golden Gate Bridge, Marin Headlands, 
Alcati'az and odier nearby landmarks. Tlie 
plan calls for restoring various scenic vie\v- 
points at hispiration Point, Rob Mill and 
other locations by clearing nonnative plants 
and replanting with native, lo^vcr-growing 
vegetation. 

Historic Forest Stands 

In a few ke,y areas of the Presidio, die histor- 
ical plantings have been kept evenly spaced, 
mowed and carefully maintained for decades. 
With a high canopy, little brandling and no 
understory, diese forest stands possess a 
special character that cannot be retained 
through rehabilitation or replanting. Even 
with some ti'ees missing, these stands will 
retain their Iiistoric character for some time. 



The historic stands include: 
~ Eucalyptus stand bordered by Presidio 
Boulevard and Lover's Lane 

'"Monterey cmrcss stand between Arguello 
Boulevard and the golf course 

""Northermnost Monterey cypress stand of 
the ridge windbreak system near the 
Old Cavalry Barracks and south of the 
stables 

~ Monterey cypress, eucalyptus and Monterey 
pine stand at Kobbe Avenue adjacent to 
and east of Lincoln Boulevard and the 
World War II Memorial 

These highly \'isible stands will be main- 
tained as long as possible, with individual 
trees removed as they die or become dis- 
eased. Over time, the stands of Monterey 
cypress and pine will be replanted and ne."\v 
sprouts of eucalyptus wdll be trinuiied to a 
single sprout. 
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Regeneiation with Age/Species Diversification — 
Exi.sLing Conditions 




Regeneration with Age/Species Diversification 
Initial PI an tin a 




Kegenemtion with Age/ Species Diversification — 
Intermediate Growth 




Regeneration with Age / Species Diversijication 
Established Growth 



A LOOK INTO THE FUTURE 

The visual impact of forest, rehabilitation is an important issue, from both aesthetic and historical 
points of view. As a result, a scries of photo simulations were prepared showing how various 
aspects of the rehabihtation might look over time. Shown above is the proposed regeneration 
approach in which the current forest is converted over several decades to stands of mixed ages 
and mixed species (with historic species remaining dominant) . This strategy of species diversifi- 
cation would reduce maintenance, encourage natural regeneration and enhance wildlife habitat. 



LANDSCAPE VEGETATION: CREATING A SENSE OE PLACE 

The designed landscapes of the Presidio create a rich and luiique sense of place that sharply con- 
trasts with the forest and native plant communities. The ornamental plantings unify the various 
developed areas of the site and reinforce the Presidio's National Historic Landmark designation. 
Among the designed landscapes are formal plantings around buildings at the Main Post, 
Fort Scott housing and other areas, the golf course and play fields, landscape screens, road 
corridors and camouflage around coastal lortifications. These ornamental plantings of shrubs, 
trees, lawns and ground covers provide \'isiial accents for developed sites, vegetative screening 
and delineation of open spaces. Some plantings have been present for more than one hundred 
years. They may no longer be commercially available and are of special historic interest. 



Proposed Manageaiea^t Actions 

Historic plantings and landscape character 
will be retained through careful, long-term 
maintenance. When replacement plants are 
needed, species selection will be based on 
several factors: an imderstanding of the 
historic design intent of a site, the species 
hi-storically used, sustainabilitv goals, potential 
impacts to native species fi'om cross -pollina- 
tion and any invasive tendencies of die species. 
An evaluation and mapping project is 
being undertaken to document historic plant 
species. The data collected will be used to 
develop appropriate plant palettes reflecting 
the historic character of the site, to be used 
when replacement is necessary. 



To the extent possible, plants will be 
selected that are disease and pest resistant, 
water efficient and/or drought tolerant, are 
adapted to the site's microclimate and 
require little ongoing maintenance. Natural 
processes such as composting and mulching 
will be used and the application of chemical 
fertilizers and pesticides will be minimized. 

Also as part of the plan, hazardous trees 
wdl be identified, maintained and, when 
appropriate, replaced. Existing erosion and 
drainage problems v^ill be corrected and 
groundwater percolation will be promoted 
by decompacting soil and using permeable 
ground cover. 




Jler/laae IDandmarli Jree6 

Heritage landmark trees are trees that have commemorative value, are outstanding 
botanical specimens. display unique traits or serve a particular aesthetic function 
in the landscape. presidio trees will be inventoried to identify those qualifying as 
heritage trees, and special treatment strategies will be developed to enhance their 

LONGEVITY. THE CENTENNIAL TREE, SHOWN ABOVE, WAS PLANTED BY POST TRADER ANGELO BERETTA 

AT THE Presidio's 1S76 celebration of the centennial of the American Revolution. 
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"The Presidio grounds are finely laid out, affording exceJlent promenades which are visiLed by many city 
residents. All about the residence quarters shade trees and cultivated flowers contribute to make the 
place beautifil. The business part [hasj ornamental footwatks, marked by inviting resting places amid 
flofvers and shrubs. The border lines are unique enough with their long rows of half buried cannon balls." 

Alta California, 1S84 
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A l.ONG-TERAl APPROACH TO lAd PLEAdE'NTATION 

The Presidio is managed jointly by the NFS and the Presidio Trust, with the NPS managing the 
northern and western perimeter of the Presidio (primarily the coastal areas and Lobos Creek 
Valley) and the Presidio Trust managing the remaining 80 percent. Both agencies will consider 
adoption of the Vegetation Management Plan and jointly will be involved in its implementation. 
The Presidio Trust is a federal government corporation estabhshed by Congress to help preserve 
and enhance the Presidio and achieve financial self-sufficiency by 2013. 

The fundamental concept gi-iiding implementation is that effective rehabihtation should be 
carried out on a gradual and continuous basis. Recognizmg the Presidio's landscape is a dynamic, 
living resource, the framework will be modified as new information becomes available. The plan, 
therefore, proposes a dirce-phascd implementation strategy spaiming decades. 



Three LiiPi.EMENTATioh' Phases 

Phase i — Prk-implementation: In tliis 
phase, efforts will focus on planning studies, 
data collection, soil testing, development of 
educational materials and completion of pilot 
projects. This phase wnll be conducted over 
a five-year period, beginnhig in [999. 

PiiASH 2 - Implementation Start-up: The 
primary implementation phase v\'ill be con- 
ducted from 2004 through 2013. Major 
activities in this phase will include replanting 
and diversification of approxunately seven to 
ten acres of forest stands every two to tliree 
years, conversion of selected forest areas 
outside the original boundary to native plant 
habitat and various landscape improvements. 
Pi-iAst 3 — Final Implemi7NT;vtion and 
Maintenance: Carried out over decades, 
diis phase will include completion of major 
forest management and habitat restoration 
actions. It ^^dll also include more intensive 



maintenance activities in ail zones, monitor- 
ing of project results and continued invasive 
plant removal. 

Tl^'A^'Cl.\L Strategy 

Actions recommended in the plan will be 
funded through a combination of public and 
private sources complemented by volunteer 
efforts. The Parks Association, a nonprofit 
mcmbersliip organization, will assist with 
fundraising as well as support planning, inter- 
pretation and conservation projects in the 
Presidio and other park areas. As described 
on the inside back co\'er, the Parks Association 
has estabhshed a special endowment, the 
James R. Harvey Presidio Restoration Fund, 
to provide a vehicle for community membei's, 
foundations and corporations to conti-ibute to 
the ongoing preservation and maintenance of 
the Presidio's vegetation and open .space. The 
fold-out at right lists donors to tiie Fund. 



14 



CONTKIHUTOKS TO THE 
JAMES R. HARVEY PRESIDIO RESTORATION EUND 

The Golden Gate National Parks Association gratefully acloiow! edges the following individuals, 
foundations and corporations who have generously conti-ibuted to the James R. Harvey Presidio 
Restoration Fund since its inception in i 996. 
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Bf.nei^actors 

Anonymous 

Chevron 

George Frederick Jewett 

Foundation 
McKesson Foundation 
Charles and Helen Sch^vah 

Family Foundation 
The Charles Sch^vab 

Corporation Foundation 

P.iTROh-S 
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Foundation 
Anonymous 
Bechtel Foundation 
Mr, and Mrs. Morris Relzberg 
The E"\'a Benson Buck 

Charitable Trusts 
Bob and Randi Fisher 
Donald and Doris Fisher 
Tully M. Friedman 
Frank and Maiyellcn 

Hcrringer 
The James Ir\'inc Foundation 
George M, and Adelaide M. 

Keller Foundation 
The Stanley S. Langendorf 

Foundation 
Gordon and Betty Moore 
Morgan Stanley & Co. 
National Park Foundation 
The Olayan Group 
Mr. and Mi's, Claude 

Rosenberg, Jr. 
Alan and Ell™ Scelcnfreund 
Al and DedeWilsey 



Sponsors 

The Chronicle Publi.shing 

Company 
Conrad Represents, Inc. 
George Ditz, Jr. 
Robert R. Dockson 
Mickey and Peggy Drexlcr 
Ernst & Young LLP 
Ford Motor Company Fund 
Richard and Phyllis Garrick 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Ginn 
Robert and Susan Green 
Jamie and Marritje Greene 
Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. 

Fund 
Neil and Martha Harlan 
Marian S. Heiskell 
The Heilman Family 
Homer and Helen Luther 
Leslie L. Luttgens 
David L. Mahoncy and Family 
Robert H. Malott 
Susan Manilow 
Masud Mehran Foundation 
Ivan and Maris Meyerson 
Mr. and Mrs. Morton H. 

Meyerson 
Montgomery Securities 
Ted and Mary Navarre Moore 
The Newhall Land and 

Farming Company 
Pacific Bell 
Lionel I. Pincus 
Price Watcrhouse LLP 
Carl E. Reiehardt 
Arthur andToni Rock 
Toby and Sally Rosenblatt 
Donald and Joyce Rumsfeld 



William D. Sanders 
Jane Shaw and Peter 

Carpenter 
George P. Shultz 
E'/ra and Janet Solomon 
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Oan Francisco's OCaluraf Jleriiaqe 

Some of the last undisturbed native plant communities in San Francisco are 

FOUND ALONG THE COASTAL BLUFFS. THE PRESIDIO'S RICH BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY HAS 

been recognized by the united nations, which included the presidio within an 
International Biosphere Reserve, one of two hundred seventy in the world. 




TAKE PAKT IN THE PUBLIC COMMENT PROCESS 

Interested members of the public are encouraged to comment on proposed plans for managing 
the Presidio s vegetation. Study this document to gain an understanding of the proposed plan, 
review the Draft: Vegetation Management flan and Environmental Assessment if you need more 
detailed information and make your views known in writing or at future public meetings of the 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area Advisory Commission and Presidio Trust. 

To add your name to the mailing list to receive information about final changes to the plan 
or to request a free copy of the Draft Vegetation ManagemenL Plan and Environmental Assessment, 
call 41 5".5"(i I .4930. 

Comments on the proposed plan shoiJd be sent to Presidio Vegetation Management Plan, 
National Park Service/PresidioTrust, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, Building 201, Fort 
Mason, San Francisco, CA 941 23 . Comments can also be sent via e-mail to: preHidioveg@nps.gov, 
Individuals on the mailing hst will be notified about opportunities to present oral comments 
before the GGNR A Advisory Commission and Presidio Trust, 



Help Restore the Presidio 

Community commitment and generosity are 
essential to the long-term care and restora- 
tion of the Presidio. Since 1994, the NFS and 
Parks Association have sponsored a variety of 
volunteer programs and funding opportuni- 
ties to enable individuals to contribute to tliis 
magnificent park site. 

The Presidio Park Stewards program 
engages volunteers in a variety of habitat 
restoration acti^aties including curriculum- 
based progi-ams for school groups; operation 
of a native plant nursery; hands-on site 
preparation and planting; and native habitat 
restoration, monitoring and maintenance. 

The Presidio Park Stewards are success- 
fully conducting restoration at sites including 
Lobos Creek dunes, north Baker Beach, the 
Public Hcaltli Services Hospital area, Rob 
Hill, Inspiration Point and Crissy Field, Over 



the next several years, existing stcAvardslrip 
programs will be expanded to provide an 
opportunity for indiiaduals to \'oluntcer their 
time and talents at restoration sites identified 
in the vegetation management plan. 

The Presidio native plant nursery, 
established wath the assistance of AmeriCorps 
and the San Francisco Conservation Corps, 
produces thousands of plants each year, 
gro^vn from locally collected seeds and cut- 
tings to preserve the genetic integrity of tlie 
Presidio s native plant communities. The 
nursery \viU supply plants for the native plant 
community restoration and the forest rehabil- 
itation efforts. 

For additional information on volun- 
teer opportunities at the Pre.sidio, call the 
Golden Gate National Parks Association at 
4-^5-5^^ -4-75 5- 




THli JAMES R. HARVEY 
PRESIDIO RESTORATfON FUND 
A long-time champion oF America's 
national parks, Jim Harvey was ^i,dclely 
regarded for his vision, generosit)'" and 
unwavering commitment to the Presidio. 
To honor his dedication to this special 
place, the Golden Gate National Parks 
Association created the James R. Harvey 
Presidio Restoration Fund. 

Establisked in January i 996 through 
an initial endowment by Transamerica 
Foundation, the fiuid supports efforts hy 
tlie National Park Service and the Presidio 
Trust to restore the Presidio lorest, 
native plant communities, trails and open 
.space. Community response to tiie fund 
has been overwhelming. To date, more 
than S 1 million has been conti'ibuted to 
endow vegetation management at the 
national parkland Jmi cherished. 

Gifts or bequests to this endow- 
ment fmid are greatly needed and deeply 
appreciated. If you would like to discuss 
a donation to the park, please contact 
Dick Bunce, Director of Development for 
the Parks Association, at 41^.^6 i .3000. 
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